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Charter Oak Health Center Provides Relief To Homeless 
Community Health Centers Taking Care of Connecticut 

 
Hartford, CT (December --, 2003) --- As people across the country are lining up by the 

hundreds to receive the flu vaccine, Charter Oak Health Center in Hartford is stepping 

into the community to target one of the populations least likely to be vaccinated – the 

homeless. 

 

Charter Oak Health Center has received a total of 90 vaccines that have been designated 

for use in several Hartford area shelters.  A registered nurse and physician’s assistant will 

be administering the shots on a first come, first serve basis to as many shelter clients as is 

possible throughout the week.  They will visit the following sites: 

 

 Tuesday, December 16 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. – Immaculate Conception 

Shelter, 574 Park Street 

 Wednesday, December 17 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Hartford YWCA,  

135 Broad Street 

 Thursday, December 18 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – House of Bread, 1453 

Main Street and 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at McKinney Shelter, 34 Huyshope 

Avenue 

 

Because the homeless population does not have access to adequate health care, this year’s 

flu epidemic can be particularly dangerous for these individuals.  By administering the 

vaccine in shelters, Charter Oak Health Center is attempting to prevent serious illness and 

transmission of the virus among the city’s homeless population.  

--more-- 
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“It’s critical that we help vaccinate the homeless population as much as we can because 

they do not receive regular medical care that maintains good health,” said Dr. Gary 

Rhule, Charter Oak Health Center.  “Without appropriate medical care, the homeless are 

more susceptible to give and receive the flu virus.” 

 

Charter Oak Health Center is one of 12 health centers and more than 50 satellite sites 

throughout the state affiliated with the Connecticut Primary Care Association (CPCA).  

Charter Oak Health Care was established in 1978 and began offering health care services 

in 1979.  Founded by community residents and leaders, Charter Oak serves patients from 

throughout southern Hartford and surrounding neighborhoods. 

 

 The Connecticut Primary Care Association was established in 1989 as the voice of 

Connecticut’s not-for-profit community health centers.  CPCA’s mission is to promote 

and further the delivery of comprehensive, accessible, family-oriented community-based 

health care. The primary focus is education of the public, health policy makers, and 

health care providers. 

 

For more information about the flu vaccines, contact Dr. Gary Rhule at Charter Oak 

Health Center at 860.550.7500.  For more information about the Connecticut Primary 

Care Association, visit www.ctpca.org or call 860.727.0004. 
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