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September 30, 2003

To the Editor:

As reported in “Millions More Lack Health Insurance” (September 30), 16,432 more Connecticut
residents lacked health insurance in 2002 than in 2001.  Luckily for Connecticut’s uninsured, there are
cost-effective alternatives to hospital emergency rooms and private practice as long as we protect the
system of community health centers that provides those alternatives.

Federally qualified community health centers cover medical, dental and mental health care needs for the
people of Connecticut, regardless of their ability to pay.  These centers average more than half a million
visits a year from Connecticut residents across the state.  Unfortunately for those same people, state
lawmakers have consistently cut funding to our community health centers over the last five years.

An increasing population of uninsured —many who are working middle class people— combined with
decreased funding is a recipe for disaster.  It means these centers are taking on more patients with fewer
resources to provide quality care.

This decrease in funding creates a vicious cycle, which ultimately costs taxpayers more money in the

long run.  When the uninsured or under-insured hold off on preventive or much needed medical care,
they inevitably end up with far more expensive problems to treat, resulting in higher premiums for those
of us with insurance and compounding the overcrowding that already exists in hospital emergency
rooms.

The federal government has made progress to provide access to health care thru the community health
system.  Connecticut residents will be dismayed to discover that these efforts are being systematically
undermined by the State of Connecticut elected officials and by policymakers who do not recognize
access to health care as a right of all Connecticut citizens.

Sincerely,

Evelyn Barnum, Executive Director Marjorie Berry, Executive Director
Connecticut Primary Care Association East Hartford Health Care Community


